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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

The following changes made by the Postal Congress will interest 
naturalists generally : — 

J. The principal treaty, the entry of Corea into the Postal Union, 
the declaration of the Orange Free State, which had not yet sent a 
delegate to Washington, that it hoped in a short time to enter into the 
Union; the declaration of the empire of China, represented in the 
congresses, that it will adhere to the union as soon as the organization 
of its service permits it. 

2. Uniform colors have been adopted for postage stamps. 

3. Postal cards unpaid are subject to a double tax, that is four cents 
in place of a tax equal to that upon letters unpaid, which is 10 cents. 

4. Circulars produced on a typewriter in quantities of twenty circu- 
lars or more, all of the same character, are admitted at same tariff as 
are printed circulars. 

5. Samples of merchandise are admitted up to 350 grammes, except in 
the case of a contrary arrangement, when the maximum weight will be 
250 grammes. 

6. Objects of natural history, animals, dried plants or preserved 
zoological specimens are admitted as samples. 

7. The question of the creation of a universal postage stamp has been 
negatively decided on account of the difficulties which will occur in 
putting in practice that important innovation, and especially because 
of the diversity of the units of money of the various countries. 

The next session of the Congress, the sixth one, will be held at Rome, 
Italy, in February, 1903. 

In a letter to Forest and Stream, Mr. Bainbridge Bishop deprecates 
the action of the U. S. Fish Commissioners in stocking the trout and 
land locked salmon lakes with smelt. While it is true that adult trout 
fatten on the smelt, the smelt can also fatten on the young trout and 
salmon, the smelt being 1,000 to 1 in the majority. The absence of 
trout in Lake Champlain from Westport to Cumberland Head, an 
ideal lake trout water, he attributes to smelt which are found at all 
times of the year in all the deeper parts of the lake, and in the identi- 
cal depth of water that would naturally be inhabited by young and 
adult trout. His observations go to show that, the introduction of smelt 
into the great lakes would be almost a national calamity, foretokening 
the extinction of trout fishing, both commercial and sporting. 
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Prof. G. 0. Sars who has for many years been studying the vari- 
ous groups of Crustacea has in preparation a complete account of the 
Crustacea of Norway, and his work is now in course of publication by 
the Bergen Museum. All the known Norwegian species will be de- 
scribed and figured. Parts III and IV of vol. I, containing descrip- 
tions and illustrations of five families of Isopods, viz., Anthuridse, 
Gnathiidae, Aegidse, Cirolanidse, and Limnoriidse, have just been issued. 

Among recent deaths we notice : H. d'Achon, coleopterist, at Or- 
leans ; Dr. Maurice Teinturier, coleopterist, at Clayeures, France ; 
Edmund Neminar, formerly professor of mineralogy and petrology in 
Innsbruch, on April 10, 1897, at Vienna; Karl Kolbel, custodian of 
the Natural History Hofmuseum at Vienna ; Ludwig Juranyi, profes- 
sor of botany at Budapest, February 27th ; Dr. A. Kumgott, professor 
of mineralogy at Zurich, March 15, aged 79. 

Dr. W. H. Evans, of Washington, D. C, has gone to Alaska for 
several months to investigate the agricultural resources and possibili- 
ties of that portion of the territory lying south of the Aleutian penin- 
sula. He will report to Congress as to the advisability of establishing 
experiment stations there. Dr. Sheldon Jackson is to collect similar 
information regarding the Yukon Basin. 

Professor Nelson, the University of Wyoming botanist, will make 
an excursion into the Red Sea Desert. This tract of land has never 
received a botanical investigation, and the professor has planned to 
make three other trips into the desert during the summer. He expects 
to obtain many rare botanical specimens. 

A proposition is under consideration in the, English scientific socie- 
ties for the establishment, in commemoration of the sixtieth year of 
Her Majesty's reign, of a Victoria research fund, to be administered by 
representatives of the various scientific societies for the encouragement 
of research in all branches of science. 

Professor Brunei-, of the University of Nebraska, has sailed for 
Buenos Ayres, where he will spend a year investigating the injurious 
locusts which have, of late, increased enormously in three of the east- 
ern provinces of the Argentine Republic. 

Dr. Ludwig Heim goes to the University of Erlangen as professor 
extraordinarius of bacteriology ; Dr. Vladislaw Szymonowicz of Cra- 
cow goes to Lemberg as professor extraordinarius of histology and em- 
bryology in the university there. 
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At its commencement exercises, on June 15th, Johns Hopkins gave 
its first doctors' degrees in medicine. One of the recipients is Miss 
Mary S. Packard, the only one of her sex in the class. 

The Field Columbian Museum, Chicago, has purchased from the 
widow of Dr. Arthur Schott, the plants collected by him in Campeche, 
Tabasco, Upper Mexico, Hungary, and elsewhere. 

Dr. Edward Fischer has been advanced to the position of professor 
of botany in the University of Berne ; Dr. Gaupp to the professorship 
extraordinary of anatomy in Freiburg. 

The gold medal of the Linnean Society of London has been con- 
ferred upon Dr. Jacob Georg Agardh, Emeritus Professor of Botany at 
the University of Lund. 

The endeavor, at Cambridge, to open a possibility for the reception 
of degrees by women has been defeated by an overwhelming vote of 
1707 to 661. 

Drs. E. Barclay-Smith and F. C. Kempson have been appointed 
senior and junior demonstrators of anatomy in the University of Cam- 
bridge. 

Johann S. Kubary, who probably knew the islands of the South Sea 
as well as any one, died at Ponap6, Caroline Island, the last of October, 
1896. ■ 

The general board of studies at Cambridge propose to establish a 
lectureship in experimental psychology at a stipend of £50 per annum. 

The degree of Doctor of Philosophy was conferred upon Mr. Eoscoe 
Pound by the University of Nebraska at its recent commencement. 

Mr. Edward Dodson has left England for Morocco, with the object 
of investigating the fauna of the country around the Atlas range. 

Dr. E. Fischer has been made full professor of botany in the Uni- 
versity of Berne and director of the botanical gardens there. 

Professors Biitschli and Weismann have been elected to correspond- 
ing membership in the Academy of Sciences of Berlin. 

Dr. Georges Ville, professor of vegetable physiology in the Museum 
of Natural History at Paris, died February 23, 1897. 

Professor Conway Macmillan goes to Europe for the summer on 
business connected with the University of Minnesota. 
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The Royal Society of Edinburg has elected Professors Zirkel, Heid- 
enhain and Cohn to honorary membership. 

Mr. W. Garstang has been appointed naturalist to the Marine Bio- 
logical Association at Plymouth, England. 

Mr. Robert Douglas, well known in the line of arboriculture and 
forestry, died June 1st at Waukegan, 111. 

Dr. J. S. Kingsley is to spend the summer in Jamaica, as also is Dr. 
J. E. Humphrey and Dr. W. K. Brooks. 

Dr. W. B. Pillsbury has been elected to an instructorship in psy- 
chology at the University of Michigan. 

Dr. Johannes Martin has been appointed director of the Natural 
History Museum in Oldenburg. 

Miss Mary E. Pennington has been made fellow in hygiene at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. P. Francotte has been elected professor of embryology at the 
University of Brussels. 

Prof. J. L. Prevost has been made professor of physiology in the 
University of Geneva. 

A gift of $100,000 was made McGill University by the will of the 
late J. H. R. Molson. 

The Catholic University of America has received $5,000 as a founda- 
tion for a fellowship. 

Dr. H. K. Wolfe has resigned the chair of psychology at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. 

Dr. J. J. Zumstein has been made professor of anatomy at the Uni- 
versity of Marburg. 

Dr. J. H. Leuba has received a position in psychology at Clark Uni- 
versity. 



